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Oklahoma County District Attorney David Prater watches video from an officer’s body cam during a news conference 
Dec. 5, when he outlined the charge filed against an Oklahoma City police officer in the shooting death of a suicidal 
person. Police Sgt. Keith Patrick Sweeney, 32, is charged with second-degree murder in Oklahoma County District Court. 
Sweeney fatally shot Dustin Pigeon, 29, early Nov. 15 after the victim called 911 threatening suicide, police reported. 
Officers responded to a house in southwest Oklahoma City and found Pigeon holding a bottle of lighter fluid and a 
lighter, threatening to set himself on fire, according to police records. [PHOTO BY JIM BECKEL, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


NOT READY FOR CRIME TIME 
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345: the total number of cameras the 
police department will have for on-duty 


officers Feb. 16 


$683,325: the cost of the body- 


worn camera program, with money 
provided from the city’s general fund, 
training fund, two grants and revenue 


sales tax. 


Training fund Ise, 250 


seta: TESTO 


Total $683,325 


of continuously 
recording high-definition 
video for up to nine hours. 


160: body-worn cameras 
in use by Oklahoma City police 


jwallace@oklahoman.com 


Almost three years after the 
city council approved their 
use, more than a year after set- 
tling a dispute with its union 
over privacy concerns and 
several months after receiving 
two grants to help buy them, 
Oklahoma City police still are 
not fully equipped with body 
cameras. 

“We're doing everything we 
can to get those on the street 


City officers Delays getting OKC police 

wili wear tne è " 

watchauard — equipped with cameras 

eue causes some concerns 

Pe ache BY JOSH WALLACE as soon as possible,” said 
Staff Writer Capt. Bo Mathews, a spokes- 


man for the Oklahoma City 
Police Department. “There 
have been a few setbacks, but 
we’re continuing to go for- 
ward with it.” 

At least one area civil justice 
activist expressed concern 
about the slow pace of the 
project. 

“The fact that it has not been 
completed in what I feel is an 
extreme amount of time is 
disappointing,” said the Rev. 
Sheri Dickerson, a Black Lives 
Matter OKC co-founder. 

“It’s disheartening and it 
causes concerns in situations 
... where lives are lost. Fami- 
lies ... don’t have answers 
to their questions and they 
should,” Dickerson said. 

Body camera video can pro- 
vide crucial evidence for pros- 
ecutors, including whether 


SEE CAMERAS, 5A 
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Conversation 
sprouts idea; 
group forms 
to help state 


Step Up Oklahoma’s plan would end 
gridlock, provide raises for teachers 


BY RANDY ELLIS 
Staff Writer 
rellis@oklahoman.com 


Six weeks ago, Step Up 
Oklahoma didn’t exist and 
wasn’t a thought on any- 
body’s mind. 

My, how things have 
changed. 

The nonpartisan, grass- 
roots coalition of Okla- 
homa civic and business 
leaders burst on the Okla- 
homa political scene on 
Thursday. That’s when 
coalition members called 
a news conference to 
announce they had come 
up with a detailed plan to 
solve the state’s budget 
impasse, provide a $5,000 
pay raise for teachers 
and restructure state and 
county government to 
improve accountability. 

What the Oklahoma 
Legislature ultimately does 
with the plan remains to be 
seen, but all the proposals 
deal with divisive issues 
that have defied legislative 


solutions for years. 
The names of coali- 
tion members, alone, 


were enough to attract the 
public’s attention. Peo- 
ple such as Harold Hamm, 
chief executive officer of 
Continental Resources; 
Larry Nichols, founder 
and chairman emeritus of 
Devon Energy Corp.; Clay 
Bennett, a member of the 
ownership group for the 
Oklahoma City Thunder; 
and David Rainbolt, exec- 
utive chairman of Banc- 
First Corp. 

Particularly surpris- 
ing, however, was that the 
coalition’s proposed solu- 
tion to the state’s bud- 
get gridlock contained 
elements that individual 
members of the coalition 
had been fighting against 
for years. 

Inthe past, the oil indus- 
try has lobbied the Legis- 
lature hard against raising 


the state’s gross produc- 
tion tax. But here oil exec- 
utives were Thursday 
announcing their support 
for a plan that included 
raising the state’s start- 
ing gross production tax 
to 4 percent on all future 
wells and all existing wells 
that are currently taxed 
at 2 percent. Rates would 
continue to go up to 7 per- 
cent after 36 months. The 
change would cost the 
industry about $133 mil- 
lion. 

The sudden change has 
left many Oklahomans 
wondering how this coali- 
tion came about and how 
they arrived at their pro- 
posals. 

Three coalition mem- 
bers agreed to talk to The 
Oklahoman on Friday to 
discuss how the organiza- 
tion came about and how 
its ideas evolved. Agreeing 
to talk were Dan Boren, a 
former Oklahoma Demo- 
cratic Congressman; Gary 
Pierson, president and 
CEO of The Oklahoma 
Publishing Company; and 
Glenn Coffee, an Okla- 
homa City attorney. 

Among the more inter- 
esting revelations were: 

e None of the six dozen 
or so members of the fast- 
growing nonpartisan Step 
Up Oklahoma coalition 
apparently had even con- 
sidered forming such a 
thing prior to December. 

e Parts of the package of 
proposals that the coalition 
presented Thursday at its 
news conference differed 
markedly from propos- 
als coalition members ini- 
tially agreed upon. Signifi- 
cant changes were made 
as a result of 17.5 hours of 
meetings and negotiations 
that took place between the 
three coalition members 
who spoke with The Okla- 
homan and leaders of the 


SEE GROUP, 2A 


Tulsa business owner touts outsider status in campaign 


BY CHRIS CASTEEL 
Staff Writer 
ccasteel@oklahoman.com 


Editor’s Note: This is the 
first in an occasional series 
about the candidates for 


GUTHRIE — Kevin Stitt 
stood in a circle of busi- 
ness people and commu- 
nity volunteers Wednes- 
day morning waiting fora 
chance to speak. 

A 45-year-old entre- 


mortgage company with 
offices around the nation, 
the Norman native is 
accustomed to com- 
manding aroom. 

Here, though, incramped 
quarters at the YMCA, Stitt 


given the floor only for a 
few minutes, in between 
announcements about 
helping local causes and the 
upcoming Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Parade. 
When his turn came, 


ning for governor, dove 
in to an abbreviated 
version of his standard 
stump speech. 

“T haven’t ever been in 
politics,’’ Stitt said, add- 
ing that he was following 


try’s forefathers in tak- 
ing time from his private 
business for public ser- 
vice. 

His opponents, he said, 
were some of the same 


Oklahoma governor. preneur who built a wasanunknownguestand Stitt, a Republican run- the example of the coun- SEE STITT, 4A 
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION 

UNDEVELOPED HOMESITES*MOTEL*CONVENIENCE STORE*HOMES 
NW OKC 

1228 NW 92ND ST & 9212 N. UNIVERSITY AVE, OKC: 1228 NW 92nd—Approx. 979 SF 

Home w/2 Bedrooms & 1 Bath. New Siding & Windows, New Roof, New Pex Plumbing, 

New Electrical Panel & Wiring, Central Heat/Air, Move In Ready. Previously Rented $600/ 

month. 9212 N. University Ave—Approx. 516 SF Home w/1 Bed & Bath. New Roof, Central 

Heat/Air, Currently Rented $350/month Sec. 8. SOLD ABSOLUTE. 

9700 N. UNIVERSITY AVE, OKC: Approx. 700 SF Home w/2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath & Approx. 

400 SF Detached Garage. SOLD ABSOLUTE. 

APPROX. 8.59 ACRES MOL: Off NW 16th Street Just. W. of Meridian Ave. Residential Land. 

See web site for map. 


SE OKC 
14521 SE 149TH ST, OKC: Approx. 1,200 SF 2-Story Home w/2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, & 
Approx. 600 SF Attached Garage. Approx. 2,400 SF Barn. Setting on Approx. 6.36 Acres 
MOL. SOLD ABSOLUTE. 
UNDEVLOPED RESIDENTIAL HOMESITES 

SE 149TH ST & PEEBLY RD. OKC: Selling 5 Approx. 5 Acres MOL Tracts. See web site 
for Survey and Legals on Lots. 

SE 119TH ST & HARRAH RD, OKC: Selling 13-Approx. 5 Acres MOL Tracts. 
2-Approx. 20 Acres MOL Tracts& 1-Approx. 24 Acres MOL Tract. See web site for Survey 
and Legals on Lots. 


Dakxi] 405-751-6179 ¢ www.dakil.com 


TERMS: 5% down, 30 days to close. Closing cost and 
title insurance split 50/50. 10% Buyers Premium. 


COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 
1233 NE 6TH ST, OKC: Approx. 5,016 SF Commercial Building. Opportunity for numerous 
Tax Credits. Setting on Approx. 0.3444 Acres MOL. 
911 NW 13TH ST, OKC: Approx. 8,000 SF Flat Lot Commercial Midtown Land. Opportunity 
for numerous Tax Credits. Setting on 0.1836 Acres MOL. 
FORMER UNION MART, 102 S. MAIN ST, UNION CITY: Approx. 1,566 SF Former 
Convenience Store located on Approx. 0.38 Acres MOL. SHOWN BY APPT. ONLY 
COMANCHE MOTEL, 701 S. RODEO DR, COMANCHE: 21 Room Motel w/Living Quarters 
& Laundry Room. 3 Separate Building Totaling 80,049 SF. Setting on Approx. 1.67 Acres 
MOL. SHOWN BY APPT. ONLY. 


KC 
7113 S. DANNER DR, OKC: Approx. 1,728 SF 2-Story Home w/4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths & 
Approx. 500 SF Attached Garage. SOLD ABSOLUTE. 
1500 SW 90TH ST, OKC: Approx. 1,542 SF Home w/3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths & Approx. 480 SF 
Attached Garage. Setting on Approx. 0.42 Acres MOL. SOLD ABSOLUTE. 


REAL ESTATE 


